- e i
- S = - e o i =
R e iy e g

e oy
=i

P iy
- o
-

b e

-~

Vol. 1. No, |

Lditorial

Mid=December, 1950

THE LEAGUE FOR SOCIALISM

HE LEAGUE OF YOUTH is the organised form of the

advanced youth—yet it has no offic
Vouth has therefore come into being (o provide a p
policy of the paper will be expressed through its ['ditorials, its broad aims being to
vigorous League with a democratic structure, and to

assist in the development of @
formulate a Socialist Youth Charter,

We renlise that the problems of the young
workers are Irrevocnbly linked with the prob-
lems of the whole workin class, and can be
solved only with the overthrow of capitalism,

Nevertheless, o specific programme s required
to denl with the problems which affect youth

most closely.

Conservative policy i« to lull the youth
into political ablivion with bankrupt leader-
worship, and divert our energles with dances
in the evening in the hope that we will continue
cncelully to allow big business 1o exploit
us in the daytime, The Young Communist
[Lengue masquerades as the young workers
organisation, but its real function is Lo creale

little Sir Echoes of Stalin,

The Labour League of Youth exists (O
expose these and 1o awaken the youth to
‘oclulist ideals, To succeed, we must offer
not n diversion from, but a solution to, the
great problems of war, wages, and the building
of the New Sociely. Unfortunately, however,
the Labour leaders have overlooked giving
the youth even a corner in the New Society,
4o we must design a Socialist Youth Policy
and seek I8 adoption by the Party. Such a

olicy could not be separate from a general
gacinliﬂt Policy, and we hope the r:!nlc and
file of the Party and the League will unite

for this commaon end.

Annual League Conference

The contribution which the League can
make would be immeasurably increased if
we were 1o have a genuine League Conference

with resolutions and delegates of the
which could state the

League's own cho _
upl:?lnn of the national League on policy
questions, This would in no way interfere
with the democratic rule of the majority
of the Party, nor would it create a separate

ial publication under its control.

Why We Appear

most politically
Socialist

latform for the League. The

Party, but it would let the Party know the
views of the whole League,

Soclalist  Youth therefore advocates an
Annual  National Conference to discuss
organisation and policy and send a delegation
to the Party Conference.

As a first step, we welcome the Spring
Conference, but we are gravely disturbed
at the action of the National Executive Com-
mittee in severely restricting the |_ecague’s

freedom of choice of resolutions and delegates.

i

The powers of veto given to Constituency
[ abour Parties might lead one to believe that
the National Executive Committee desires the
Conference to be a mockery.

The League has asked for an Annual Con-
ference but we have been given an experimental
one, and we are repeatedly told that we may
have more, if this Conference is satisfactory.
We share the hope of the N.E.C. that the
Conference will be ** satisfactory,” if a satis-
factory Conference is one which reflects the
feelings of the members, We hope, of course,
that the N.E.C. has no other criterion of
what is * satisfactory,” for all democrats
should hate stage-managed Conferences—and
the League of Youth certainly does. We shall
do all we can to ensure a satisfactory Con-
ference and we invite you to co-operate with
us by sending us your ideas.

e e

' FACTS ABOUT US

Soclalist Youth was launched at a meeting of
Leaguers held at the Holborn Hall, London,
on 12th November, 1950. Previously, the
Sociallst Outlook allotted one page of each
issue to youth articles, but as pressure of
space would prevent this in future, a meeting

of League members was called to explain the

We wish to express our appreciation
of the assistance given (o the League by
Socialist Outlook in the past. At the meeting,
the League members decided to start 4 separate
paper. [t is being run entirely by members
of the League and has no outside financial
backing, but depends entirely on sales and

donations. We are your paper, and we rely
on you for articles, letters, donations and
sales. Regular mm:in will be held to report
progress, We shall pleased to supply
kers to tell you more. about the paper

The following Editorial |
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Editor : Audrey Brown. Chairman of Ed-
monton League, Secretary of East Middlesex
Leagues Area Committee, member of Middle-
sex Federation E.C., delegate to Party Manage-
ment Committee. Joined Newcastle Labour

Party 3} years ago. Aged 18,

Chairman. John Haynes. Joined Party"
and is an active member of

over a year ago
Harrow Weald League.

Business Manager : John Daly. Secretary
of Holborn and South St. Pancras League.

Delegate to Party Management Committee,
E.C., and Propaganda Committee. Chairman
of local Youth Parliament. Joined Party

4 years ago. Aged 20.

Michael Perkins. Vice-Chairman of Malden
and Coombe League and member of Surrey
Federation E.C, JoinM_Party 9 months ago.

Aged 18,

 Kevin Grant. Publicity Officer of Lamorbey

League. Joined Party one year ago. Aged 17.
"" > ; G : _*: :

',..
#

1 ':n'::*rl_-...'-rl'-'_r'--_l_ -l‘..'._ o =2y _-'
- -y Eogi T | '} n L _I" e

:i L+ N |
g £, "-r_."'
: T“'.,':E:-r:;'h- 5
e Fn e [ g .
o ]
O
|

.1
¥y
h.f.h =5,
T

3 - -y

L L R

13 g IRl
i i .

L ":.r
r o st [
2 ...'_:_1"‘.1.--:_." Ly e

n :.: _:!{:_::ir.j'.'_til.u‘ulii-l ;



rJ

e S'OC[ALIST YOUTH Mld*DGCEH’l DEr, 1950

e Ll e Ea S R e

~ Youth Wants :
PEACE THROUGH SOCIALISM '

By NORMAN GOODCHILD, South Hackney L.O.Y.

The drums of war are beating again ! Once mo - of ** pe: | states is to sow a dangerous illusion. Until

o . re we have the mockery oi ° peace I i WAy tiony the

2 throuch s » . A ; . : : _ ! § we have taken the power awd

s ; rough strength huge expenditure on armaments, gigantic standing armies—a | capitalist class there will always be a tendency

Ao line-up for world war. towards war. We must first of all remove

W, its teeth—by nationalisation ol the armaments

5 _ Bt TR industry and placing it under workers control.

i Like the villains in some Wellsian fantasy, declaration that the first power to use the | : e

" the peqcf;fui and * tnepdly 4 governments atomic bomb shall be branded as a war | No more profits from munitions !

i3 ﬁg_end millions on developing bestial methods criminal. | ¢ 1

| " : g = - . » - e

of mass extermination. The atom and hydro- Thi : - | This. linked to a general policy of nationalisa-

s ) 1% ! -"_' 3 o [ - & - | 4 | i X -

v gen bombs .are now claimed to be many times 1-1]'51.;;; ET?;L%RH 113% :L'glht‘;‘u Ehﬂf;‘ - ;ESLI{'?"H,Ei tion to remove economic POWET completely

v more powerful than those which destroyed acts hetwee sk el e ‘f?’“n Wat 1 from the capitalisl class, is the only real

* e e N R b , : pacts between powers are meaningless. When Aratpart AoA .
3 t'I!L?" ”th“ m:j .Eg:é:,a 1, yeldbcmncc is being the need arises all such pieces of paper are guarantee for peace. & :
3 still further degraded to produce even more : : e R e : '

j horrible weapons. b thrown into the waste paper basket. it would mean, of course, the immediate N
§ ‘ . _ . J As regards the banning of atomic weapons— withdrawal of all troops from the colonies,

¥ In their frenzied desire for markets, in | who is to enforce this ban ? Surely not the giving the right to the colonial people to

3 their life and death struggle to retain their capitalist governments concerned. seif-determination.

These are the main essentials of a socialist
policy for peace, inseparable from the struggle
for Socialism. 1f we procced along these
| lines we can rally behind us the vouth o! the

To suggest that peace can be secured by | whole world in the struggle against war and
patched-up agreements between capitalist | for International Socialism.

stranglehold on the colonies, and to colonise |
the Soviet Union, the imperialists will stop
at nothing. Korea has been reduced to ruins.
In Maiaya, Indonesia and Indo-China bloody
war is being waged against peoples fighting a
socialist battle for national liberation.

Comrades ! We in the Socialist Youth
movement, we young people who have to
form the armies to fight the capitalist wars,
must make our voices heard. We have
everything in common with the colonial
workers : their enemy is our enemy—World
Imperialism. The same boss class which
exploits us at home exploits also the labour of
our colonial brothers. The people of the
colonies are now on the march to throw off
the- shackles of Imperialism. Their struggle
should-have our complete support. We must

TIIE  Peace Petition’® misses the main
point, which is that the only real struggle
against war is the struggle for Socialism.

Youth in Industry

By JACK HAMILTON, Westminster L.O.Y. and Amalgamated Engineering Union.

been destroyed, but ecunﬁmical!y the status
of a young. factory worker has not altered
much : This wages for performing the same

YUUTH wants to work, to create and pro-
duce with hand and brain—and capitalism

make it clear that we are not prepared to shed
our blood in order to defend the Interests of
monopoly capitalism in the colonies.

Ceonscription—For What ?

Neither are we prepared to be conscripted
for .a further war with the Soviet Union.
Despite its political deformities Russia retains
its planned economy and remains the land
of the October Revolution. A defeat for the
Soviet Union in an imperialist war would
mean a tremendous set-back for the world

struggle for Socialism. |
Some misguided people have been taken
in by the Communist Party sponsored peace

campaign. This calls for a ban on the atom
bomb. for a Five-Power Pact, and for a

; Ij}ditﬂria[ Policy

The Editorial Board does not neces-
sarily agree with the policy contained
in signed articles. It is our intention

‘ahead. But
Programme of action lo carry

can only offer a perspective of increased
exploitation, unemployment and a third
world war. Youth wants-a trade, but gets
one only to be tied to a machine that to-morrow
will stop and let its operator starve beside

the riches produced.

We want to learn—and the only way to
further education and culture is barred to us.
We want to live and to make a new world
to-morrow—and we are told : ** Be satisfied.
to-morrow never comes.”

The prospect for Youth is grim, and since
no political party has recognised the problems
which confront young people to-day it IS
little wonder that political apathy is so general,
even at the time of a Labour and Trade Union

Government. We all recognise that if we are
to achieve Socialism, then Youth must be

‘organised under the banner of the Labour

bitter sfruggle that lies
thing is lacking : our
through this
struggle. We are at present like a gun without

a bullet. |

Movement for the
one

work as his adult workmate are a mere token
payment when considered in relation to rising
rents and cost of living. Our Programme

must therefore demand :

A decent living wage for all young workers,
{guths and girls, and Equal Pay for Equal
ork. "

|
Hours

For shorter working hours and one month’s
holiday per year.

The Factory Acts lay down very vaguely
the limits to which a young person should
work during a week, but few employers
interpret them in any other way than to keep
young workers in the factory as long as
possible, extracting the maximum amount of
work from them. We have a right to more
time for study, leisure and holidays.

Trade Training

Ny

For technical training and education in the

employers’ time.

I want to outline some essential questions

which concern young people at work : they
are the same as those which face all workers,

but predominate to a greater extent with the
Youth because of their infertor position in
the workshop and consequently greater degree

of exploitation.

Not at night school for three, four or five -
nights a week after work. If we are to be
trained to produce more and better things
for the boss, then he must sacrifice some of
his precious capital for this purpose. i

~ Let us then incorporate these basic points p
in a Socialist Programme for Youth. Then,

and only then, shall we be on the way to
drawing thousands of working-class Y outh

into the ranks of the League, away from
despair and disillusionment which is the only

future facing them now.

to publish as far as possible all articles
likely to assist in the clarification of
Socialist ideas and in the stimulation
of discussion generaily. We welcome
all articles submitted on that basis and
will endeavour to publish as space
: permits.

All correspondence and articles should
be sent (o :— ; _

Miss Audrey Brown, 67, St. Alphege
Road, Edmonton, N.9. |

- Wages
It wdsn't 50 long ago that an apprentice
had to pay his employer In order that he
might learn a trade so that he could earn a
" living later on. Fortunately, this system has
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*PRICES RISE
—WE PAY

JOHN REEKIE, Richmond and Barnes
L.O.Y.

By

H{JW EVER much apologists for the Govern-

ment argue 1o the contrary, we all know
that prices are going up and that the wm'kurﬂ."
real wages are going down, We can discover
that while retail prices have increased [:.1:,-
7.3% over those for 1948, wages have lagged
behind with only a 47 increase in the same
period.

But we are obviously only at the beginning
of the story. 'lle r.:umingy n1nnﬁ?15hc$:ﬁn'|5[::f:
more rapid price increases, and a further
SAgRINg 1n the workers’ standard of living
Fhe enormous increase in arms t::w.pt:nditur;;
means that the aluminium which would have
gone into saucepans, the cloth which would
have gone into suits, and all the other material.

SOCIALIST YOUTH

A Programme is Vital

Says JOHN DALY, Holborn and St. Pancras

HE fight for a League Conference has been

partly won with the announcement that a
National Conference is to be held in 1951.
['his news does not necessarily mean a more
benevolent attitude from Transport House
towards the League, for it remains to bc seen
how strictly they will apoly the rule that dis-
cussion is limited to organisational matlers,
and how many of the speakers will be Transport
House Officials, This partial victory should
not mean that we relax our efforts for a really
democratic  structure. Other vital matters
will undoubtedly also tax our time and ¢nergy.
For instance, in the event of another General
Election. the Leagues will naturally forsake
their internal struggle and work as hard, and
even harder than any other section of the
Party to return once more a Labour Govern-
ment. However, it is equally our duty to
ensure that the Party will attract young people
both to vote and to join, and democracy for
the League is essential for this.

fulfil all the obligations of a person twenty-one
years or over, without being allowed the
same rights. He cannot vote, nor can he
take legal action except through his parents.
Though legally infants, these young people
are expected to—and do—behave like adults,
therefore give them adult rights.

Equality in Industry

The female section of the community Cries
“ Equal Pay for Equal Work,” a cry which all
Socialists . rightly support, yet young people
are exploited by the employers to an even
greater degree. A person under twenty-one
ofien does with the same degree of accuracy
the same work as a person over (wenly-one,
yet the difference 1n wagss is not a matter of
shillings, but of pounds. In excuse. the
employers say that a young p:rson does not
need the extra- money, and that he 1s stil
learning the job. Poor excuses, but they

_______

i
k- '
,,,,,,

serve in the cause of explyitation and extra
profits. Employers apparently forget that
we travel on the same buses, eat the same food,
wear the same clothes, and in fact have the
same expenses as other people. We therefore
demand the rate for the job.

It is small wonder that many young people
drift into * blind alley ™ jobs, because of the
better wages these jobs offer. Then when
they realise that their job is temporary and
there is no hope of advancement, they become
frustrated and some become the petty crim-
inals of to-day, and the gangsters of tO-MOTTOW.
Education

All entrance to Universities and all forms
of higher education should depend ofi the
ability of the student, and not the monetary
power of his parents. Adequate provision
should also be made to ensure that nobody
suffers financial difficulties while taking the

COUrses.

A Socialist Policy for Youth should include
these basic proposals : .

Franchise and full legal rights at eighteen.
A decent living wage for all young people

Though all the demands which the League
makes are important, priority in the fHght
must go to the demand for an Annual
National Conference of League delegates, at
which discussion is not limited, for only
by discussion with members of the League
from all parts of the country, can we, and the |
Labour Party, learn of the anxieties and |
proposals which the Socialist Youth of this |
country has to make in order to ensure that |
youth of the future does not suffer the present |
injustices. A Socialist Policy for Youth— |
these words alone echo great schemes, ideas
and revolutionary changes, Limited space
makes it possible to mention briefly only a
few basic points, but much discussion should
be taking place on these questions and we
hope ideas are flowing fast.

Votes at 18

A young person of eighteen may be con-
scripted, hanged, taxed, and expected to

which would have entered into the production
of consumers’ goods, will be diverted intu
turning out war matenals. This diversior
and the accompanying diversion of labou ¢
into war industries, will mean that there wil
bz fewer goads in the shops, and fewer goods
with an unchanged level of demand will result
in price increases on a large scale.

e T————

Not only, however, have we yet to feel the
effects of our own suicidal arms expenditure,
but also the leaps which have taken place in
the world level of prices of various primary
products will soon begin to be reflected 10
our own price level. American stock-pilir:
and, even worse, the American policy ci
forcing up world prices so as (o prevent the

urchase of raw materials by Russia and the
EMlEl'n European countries, have rocketed the
products which are
uction of the " home-

e

world prices of man
*  important in the pro
goods " industries.

N

The effect of Foreign Policy

Bevin’s -pitiful attempt to get the United
States to meet half the cost of the tremendous

ORDER FORM

|

l

Orders of 12 or more copies supplied 1
|

:

increase in our arms expenditure, which the d
State Department ** hinted * we should at 1d. per copy. Subscription rate for Nod etk pacy S 6quat ¥R,
. undertake, was prompted by a vagus realisation : . All Univeristy and Higher Education to
that such expenditure is destined to wreck 12 issues, post free, 2.6, depend upon ability.
our economy. That fact that the United SR T ¥
States was able to ignore Bevin's p}q:d is just Enclosed please find P.O. for£ s. d.
another example of the fact that United States o ey : P N N Y e i
Aid has only one stri?g atmchcg tqtlljtbff Pitaso. SE00 DI o ant o ADVERTISING RATES
do what we are told, or we dont get It - MONH/OF . o e 158U  (dielete o
s ' { Small Ads.—1d. a word, minimum 1/6d.—

remittance with order.
Displayed Advertising Rates on application.
| .
Harrow Weald LO.Y.

Our job in the Party and the League is 1o inapplicable section).

the Foreign Policy which we have oo |
?Eg:hit ﬂa:tﬂi]f:t for %hﬂ lﬂ—“yﬁ 2 years is at I enclosz P.O. for 2/6, subscription for

last coming home to roost—in the workers’

-packets. On_every occasion we must 12 issues beginning with o
ﬁ:i‘ the fight against the higher cost of living .

with our fight against its basic cause, which INRIDS. . ot i e
is the continuation of an impérialist Foreign Aitikbeiy S0 S o “ Fly Away Peter,” a Domestic C g
Policy. by A. P. Dearsley, at the Memorial Hall
When the working class S€&s. that “it 1§ B ool J0 s SN R High Road, Wealdstone, ednesday an
,_ o hen the e o United States imperialism 25 |  Thursday, January 10th and 11th, seats 2/6d.,
and the resulting crippling am’:ti ' ﬂmt:fﬁi pulecaiieyed plus 1/6d. reserved. |
» ¥ L - n . 1
ﬁ‘ﬁ“té’m“‘iﬁ‘}ﬁsm“ﬁﬁ?&’ Ler:t us pledge Miss A. .Brogwn, 67, St. Alphege Road, ! T%g}‘:;fﬁ ffg;“,! mlgightmkmm&,nﬁ:ﬁsgi
ourselves to obtaining this realisation on the. _Londﬂm N. - Farrow, Middlesex. |

part of the working class.
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inspiring. A sumber of speakers mentioned

IS THIS THE LEAGUE SPEAKING?Y | o jiade Tho shoud have remenberd

. FoE delivered fighting speeches which weplhiel 'y -
Asks JOHN HEAD (Richmond and Barnes), reporting on the Speaking Contest. | o attract the working youth of thes'wountry
4 | W Soctalsm.
- ESPITE the now-existence of any other | the same formula : first attack the Tories' We came away from the contest with the
o Dﬂﬁmﬂ-l national function in the League | past record : “-ﬂ.‘.‘t’.!ﬂnt”‘: speak in gh;mnz feelng that not -:}n_'ri'jr s the ﬁ‘tgiﬁﬁtf i which 3
15 of Youth, the Public Speaking Contest is | terms of the past five vears and the socal "';"_'-:Eﬁh » "khi"ﬂf&i unportant, but the submect <
L | :.:‘: ::ﬂ MOst  important e;:y;nt of the vear, revolution in bonny babies : and then wmd matter 5 cqually so.
X 5 WS years contest, which was held on up with a few words on such future policies The Leasgue musi produce speakers who ,
T a3th November in Manchester, s worthy | as Labour's Plan for World Mutual Aid, are sof oaly cloguent, but who are capable s
E., . of some comment for it did have a value other | which, we understand. will solve almost all | of bringiny socialist deas to the cars of youth.
L than social, . colonial problems —providing the colonial ¥
4 Li - . _ ! peoples are prepared o wait long enough., & &
4 mtening for four hours to the speeches | - , o |
of League people, or indeed any other people, | ' AP, v S PNt SN, GREETINGS 3
must be an ordeal even to the most hardened | 2% On¢ © the judges, it seemed as if the f vy M i o
coumn m ‘Whtﬂ a4 gro Ft | WHIMH of ¢ach team were ryms hﬂ."l.j 1o De
rades, yet group ol League members | 4 4 o = N
takes the platform for this length of time the o 81 saymg what they , ught coms We have recerved several engssages expressung
audience usually has - Bacon would be saying had she been in thernr . i
, y _the opportunity to hear position good wnhes for the future of Socialist Yeasl,
varying shades of opimon, The mamn feature | | : inchuding :

of this year’s contest was 4 tedium ¢ven greajer | |t has been said that a good cook, work
than can be reasonably expected, for it reflected | | o . : Ry SURCIN . | Richinond and Borses - WOk
500 il ol o Set oF Lieas. with the poorest of materials, can produce | Lengue =, . . 551 =3

Repetition
Each team had three members. The

i a different looking dish every day of the week. @ the . . . cstablshment of an  indopendent

| These culinary experts of the League of Youth youth paper.”

| were certainly using the poorest of materials, |

dhtienan atrodoced. the scsibes % i munﬁrk:{ﬂw professionals of the Natonal | Wandsworth Central Lengme * welcomes it
| introduced t as & Parha- xecutive Committee, whose speech-maki | a3 a forum for the opendons of Labour Youth ™

mentary candidate who was addressing a | ingredients are precisely the same, they f-.uﬁ | o ¥

mecting of his prospective constituents for '{ cither to differ from one another or o deviate Edmonton Leagee ~ belicwes that & can

the first time, and the third comrade moved | an inch from what has been served up 0 many help o busld a strong League™

4 vote of thanks to the speaker. This times before. |

uniformity of procedure made inevitable, of . East bliagton Lengee ~ sonds grectings and

course, a superficial similarity between the | Good Delivery - good wishes. ™

mmd‘;;uhtmfmm-ldrdumhﬁnml rwhﬂlﬁntgﬁcmtﬁmh: Lamorbey Lengwe * belicves that # can do
%4 were excellently defivered, but much | % ' " |
Every speaker, from the one judged the of what was said, although histerically correct | mach 1O asamt the League.

hﬁtwwmﬂwwﬂm&mhadww=ufurmfwum:mmtmmm | Holborn and Sewth St Pascorss Ledgee
 “hopes it will stimulate dscusion ™ |

The Young Republic T Edioria Poaed adknwuivion thens
By JOHN HAYNES, Harrow-Weald 1.0.Y. | e comen et Swiske Towh vl oo

desvour to justify the confidence expressed.
m—“m_m
CREDENTIALS PLEASE

|

|

ey ol me MLLS s growing,

- They toll me it's formed & new branch,

T

«  QUT of the wreck of war-torn Europe arose
new-—the first communist
1o refuse to bow down 1o the dictates

country
of the mighty Russian Bureaucracy,

i

e

:

and e %

like Yugoskavia, l
i

3

courage of her partmans
news during the war, ; That Morgan has ssked it to watch us,
h Thin rival to dylng ** Advance.”
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